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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


MC  BSUers  find  ministry  on  ski  slopes 
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traditional  methods. 

Melinda  Carlson,  minister  of 
music,  resort  ministries,  and 
fine  arts  at  Trinity  Church,  Vail, 
explained  that  the  work  done 
would  be  "servant  ministry" 
that  would  lead  others  to  won¬ 
der  who  you  are  and  for  whom 
you  stand. 

"We  realize  that  people  here 
2  (MC)  did  probably  will  not  come  into  our 
-eak.  church,  so  we  take  the  Gospel  to 

partnership  them  by  showing  Jesus  through 
a  Miss,  and  simple  acts  of  kindness. 

1996,  many  "Anything  we  can  do  to 
ve  traveled  show  love  in  Christ's  name 
ne  and  ener-  may  be  the  seed  sown  that  will 
in  Colorado,  lead  them  to  see  that  only  Jesus 
can  provide  meaning  in  their 

■  lives,"  Carlson  said. 

Some  of  the  acts  of  kindness 
included  handing  out  cookies, 
providing  free  cookouts  to 
resort  employees,  and  giving 
water  ana  n< 


By  Mary  Ellen  Powell 

Special  to  the  Baptist  Record 
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iot  chocolate  to  Races  at  Vail,  Colo.,  during  a  spring  break  miss 
spectators  at  the  World  Cup  tion  with  the  Mississippi/Colorado  Baptist  I 
Downhill  Races.  (Photos  by  Mary  Ellen  Powell) 

Employees  of  Vail  Associates  - ; — 

asked,  "Why  are  you  doing  it  so  unusual  in  a  place  where  The  trip 
this?"  Students  were  given  the  so  many  people  go  to  'have  fun'  dents  to  con: 
opportunity  to  share  what  they  that  no  one  smiled."  ing  throug] 

were  doing  and  why.  Sometimes  the  group  minis-  kindness  co 

One  of  the  BSU  singing  tered  through  freely-given  the  MC  cam] 
groups,  "Priority,"  walked  smiles  shared  with  shuttle  dri-  Students 1 
throughout  the  village  singing  vers,  fellow  bus  passengers,  ski  opportunity 
and  inviting  onlookers  to  coffee  lift  operators,  store  clerks,  and  God  could  1 
houses  and  dinners.  ski  instructors  —  many  of  ther  mission 

The  group  even  cleaned  whom  were  pleasantly  shocked  Jonathan 
public  restrooms.  Why?  to  see  a  friendly  face  and  hear  a  from  Abilei 

As  Melinda  Carlson  kind  word.  have  always 

explained,  "Who  else  would  Carrie  Bevill,  a  senior  from  sions  was  tl 
clean  a  toilet  for  someone  just  Mount  Olive  said,  "The  work  ed  to  take  ir 
as  a  service  to  them  other  tnan  was  very  practical,  like  a  Good  "Througl 
a  Christian?"  Samaritan-type  of  ministry.  If  saw  how  n 

Erin  Barkley,  a  freshman  you  saw  a  need,  you  worked  to  hurting  ant 
from  Meridian,  said,  "I  thought  meet  that  specific  need."  be  possible 

I  As  with  most  mission  trips,  to  move  ii 
the  benefits  of  the  trip  were  felt  missions." 
not  only  on  the  fielcf,  but  back  Powell's  i 
home  as  well.  BSU  director 


SKI  BREAK  —  Members  of 
the  Mississippi  College  BSU 
singing  group,  "Priority,"  ser- 
anade  skiers  along  the  slopes 
of  Vail,  Colo,  during  a  break 
on  their  recent  spring  break 
mission  trip. 


The  MC  group  was  one  of 
the  first-ever  mission  groups 
from  the  South  to  work  in  Vail. 

Work  in  a  non-traditional 
location  calls  for  some  non- 


What's  in  the 
Record 


First  Church,  Leland,  celebrates  its  centennial  as  a  church  body,  with 
Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  as  keynote  speaker.  Lunch  follows  the  services  with 
preaching  by  former  pastors.  William  L.  Jaggar  is  pastor. 


Preaching  Reference  set 


Missionar^laid  to  rest 


Oakland  Church,  Corinth,  observes  "Golden  Age  Day,"  honoring  their 
senior  citizens.  Clarence  Palmer  reads  Scripture  and  Clark  Rakes traw 
preaches.  These  two  men  represent  100  years  of  gospel  ministry.  Pastor 
Tommy  Vinson  came  to  Christ  under  Rakestraw’s  ministry. 


Campolo  clades  Baptists 


Jean  Yates  of  Houston,  Texas,  daughter  of  Kyle  Yates  and  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  J.  M.  Sharp  who  taught  at  Mississippi  College  for  numerous 
years,  is  elected  president  of  the  student  government  council  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain. 


RA  camps^inounced 


le  urgency  of  reaching  the  world  for  Americans  have  a  disturbing  tendency 
Zhrist  is  before  us  each  day.  The  dan-  to  express  our  heartfelt  sympathy  immedi- 
rer  inherent  in  doing  so  was  again  ately  after  a  death  and  then  move  on  with 
ht  home  last  week  with  the  death  of  our  own  lives.  Don’t  forget  the  Blackwell 
ell  "Boots"  Blackwell.  family  in  a  couple  of  months  when  some 

ckwell,  a  Southern  Baptist  mission-  other  breaking  news  story  captures  every- 
i  Brazil,  died  April  20  from  injuries  one  else's  attention. 

ed  in  a  two-car  accident  along  a  lone-  Continue  to  pray  for  them.  Drop  them  a 
?tch  of  Brazilian  roadway  as  he  was  note  of  support  at  the  address  in  tne  article 
ling  late  at  night  from  a  preaching  on  page  four  of  this  issue, 
ement.  (See  article  on  page  four  of  Remember  that  they  too  have  made  an 
sue.)  ultimate  sacrifice  in  following  God's  will; 

His  passing  may  not  have  been  as  they  lost  their  husband  and  father, 
dramatic  as  missionaries  whcfhave  Now  as  much  as  ever  —  maybe  more 
been  killed  at  the  hands  of  tyrants  than  ever  —  we  need  to  support  people 
or  highway  robbers.  He  certainly  like  Boots  Blackwell  and  his  family  with 
could  have  djed  in  an  auto  accident  our  prayers,  as  they  willingly  follow  God 
in  this  country.  where  he  leads  them  around  the  world. 

However,  the  fact  cannot  be  They  go  into  dangerous  places  and  do 
diminished  that  he  died  a  long  way  dangerous  jobs.  Some  missionaries  in  cer- 
from  home  while  following  our  tain  parts  of  the  world  cannot  even  be  list- 
Savior's  Great  Commission,  com-  ed  on  prayer  sheets  by  name  or  location,  so 
pletely  surrendered  to  the  Lord’s  fraught  with  hazard  is  the  ministry  assign- 
direction  for  his  life.  ment  they  have  accepted. 

That  makes  his  death  important  Even  in  our  own-  midst,  missionaries 
to  each  of  us  who  have  chosen  to  be  answer  God’s  call  to  minister  in  places  that 
Christian  and  Southern  Baptist.  are  every  bit  as  dangerous  as  the  most 
We  need  to  “be  in  prayer  for  anarchic  third-world  country. 

Blackwell's  family.  He  is  survived  by  As  Joe  McKeever’s  editorial  cartoon  this 
his  wife  Sherry  and  five  teenaged  week  so  pointedly  states,  we  must  provide 
children.  It's  not  going  to  be  an  easy  spiritual  "cover"  for  all  these  men  and 
adjustment  for  them.  women  who  put  Christ  ahead  of  self  in 
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$25,000  and  below  to  churches  with  offer-  because  of  poor  data  submitted  cm  the 
ings  of  $1 ,000,000  or  more.  Annual  Church  Profile  (ACP). 

Approximately  200  churches  were  Each  year  churches  voluntarily  submit 
rative  Program  included  in  each  category.  The  ten  largest  membership  and  ministry  reports  through 
t  of  the  top  100  contributors  to  CP  were  listed  from  each  their  associations  on  the  ACP. 
s  published  in  category.  These  reports  are  used  to  categorize  the 

pdl  17.  In  this  way,  churches  of  similar  giving  various  churches. 

is  published,  ability  are  compared,  and  typically  those  Many  churches  are  not  careful  about  the 
ided,  and  that’s  who  nave  made  the  largest  sacrifice  are  accuracy  of  the  data  recorded  and  hence 
singled  out  for  recognition.  they  may  lose  an  opportunity  for  recogni- 

?sire  and  strive  Sometimes  this  method  doesn't  work,  tion  or  for  church  growth  analysis. 

>r  the  cause  of  For  instance,  through  computer  error  two  The  ACP  form  can  be  tedious,  but  the 

churches  were  not  listed  last  week  which  statistical  history  can  be  a  valuable  tool  for 
of  what  every  should  have  been.  future  ministry  planning, 

ission  causes  is  Our  apologies  go  to  First  Church,  The  most  important  factor  in  CP  promo- 

Poplarville,  which  gave  $58,185  through  tion  is  that  we  continue  to  encourage  one 
made  to  recog-  CP,  and  New  Hebron  Church,  Lawrence  another  toward  greater  ministry, 
are  leaders  and  Association,  which  gave  $57,341.  Statistics  are  never  perfect,  but  if  they 

They  were  fourth  and  fifth,  respectively,  involve  us  in  deeper  conversation  about, 
CP  chosen?  A  in  the  $250,000-499,000  category.  and  prayer  for,  tne  Kingdom  of  Christ, 

vas  employed.  If  your  church  was  not  listed  and  you  then  they  have  served  a  noble  purpose, 
ere  categorized  believe  it  should  have  been,  please  call  the  "Let's  not  grow  weary  in  well  doing...." 
lipts.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  as  the  Apostle  Paul  would  say,  "for  in  due 

ablished,  rang-  (MBCB)  CP  Department  at  (800)  748-1651.  time  we  shall  reap  a  wonderful  harvest  if 
t  offerings  of  Some  churches  cannot  be  categorized  we  do  not  give  up"  (Gal.  6:9). 


By  David  Michel 
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A  Pastor's  Perspective: 

Living  life 
the  right  way 

By  Carl  M.  White,  Associate  Editor 

Preaching /Worship  Conference  set  for  May  12-13 

By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


are  using  different  worship  help,"  Thompson  said 
styles  to  reach  different  groups 
today.  There  is  the  more  formal 
The  1997  Mississippi  Con-  style  of  worship,  the  traditional 

ference  .  on  Preaching  and  style,  the  contemporary  style. 

Worship  will  be  held  May  12-13  and  the  blended  style,  he  said, 

at  First  Church,  Greenwood,  Waylon  Bailey,  pastor  of 
according  to  Julius  Thompson,  First  Church,  Covington,  La.,  on 
director  of  the  sponsoring  has  been  invited  to  address  the  evening; 

Church  Administration/  different  styles  of  worship,  ♦  "  W  o  r  -  HP  . 

Pastoral  Ministries  Department  Thompson  indicated.  ship  ideas  for  H^ 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  "Bailey  has  three  different  the  smaller  H| 

Convention  Board  (MBCB).  kind  of  worship  services  every  church,"  on  Ml  - 
"For  the  pastor  who  has  been  Sunday,”  Thompson  said.  Tu  e  s  d  a  yK|H 

at  the  job  of  preaching  and  min-  "The  Tues-  morning; 

istering  all  year,  it  will  be  a  day  morning  ♦and 

refreshing  experience.  con  ference  "Pastoral  sur- 

"Any  pastor  or  staff  person  time  will  be vival/effec- 
can  attend;  we  move  it  around  used  to  mo-  tiveness  in 

the  state  year-by-year  to  make  del  a  blended  the  smaller  church 

it  more  convenient  to  attend,"  type  of  wor-  Hjfib  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Thompson  said.  slhip  experi-  Wright  pastored  a  small 

Last  year,  the  preaching  and  ence,"  he  said.  church  for  25  years  before 

going  to  Natchez. 

The  second  new  feature  is 
for  ministers  of  music, 
Thompson  said. 

Alan  Harris,  music  minister 
at  North  Oxford  Church, 
Oxford,  will  lead  a  workshop 
Monday  evening  called  "Simple 
lessons  in  creative  worship.” 

Harris  will  also  lead  praise 
and  music  for  the  conference 
sessions. 


Edger  Lee  Wright,  pastor  of  gram  person- 
Morgantown  Church,  Natchez,  a  1  i  t  i  e  s 
will  lead  three  separate  work-  include: 
shops  for  the  small  church  pastor:  ♦  A1  Fasol, 

♦  "Preaching  to  the  same  professor  of 
small  crowd,” 

Monday 


I  Southwestern  Bf 

,KI 

Futral,  pastor  Fasol 

of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jackson. 

♦  Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jackson.  ** 

♦  Dot  Pray,  keyboard  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  MBCB  Church 
Harris  Music  Department. 

-  There  is  no  charge  for  the 
on  meeting. 

For  more  information  or  to 
register,  contact  Thompson  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205.  Telephone  (601)  968- 
3800  or  outside  of  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651. 


e  VVorlA 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Thompson  Wright 

announced 

two  other  new  features. 

"We  are  including  a  track  for 
the  small  church  pastor  and  for 
the  minister  of  music. 

"There  are  many  pastors  in 
our  state  who  have  not  had  the 
opportunity  for  formal 
homiletic  classes.  This  will 
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Reccord  details  plans  for  new  agency 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Robert  Reccord,  acknowledged  the  creation  of  NAMB  was 
nominee  for  president  of  the  North  not  easy  nor  painless.  „ 

American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  and  offi-  Using  an  illustration  of  a  woman  having  bring  some  cash  reserves  to  NAMB  when  it 
cials  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  a  baby,  Reccord  said  there  is  no  "delicate  is  organized,  while  the  current  estimate  is 
(SBC)  leading  the  restructuring  of  the  way  to  birth  an  organization."  the  Brotherhood  will  have  a  $57,000  deficit, 

denomination  joined  in  praising  the  new  NAMB  is  a  new  agency  created  from  the  However,  the  Brotherhood  Commis- 

mission  agency  as  a  "more  effective"  deliv-  dissolution  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  sion  s  building  in  Memphis,  Term.,  is  for 
ery  system  for  a  new  century.  (HMB),  Radio  and  Television  Commission  sale  and  that  amount  would  be  given  to 

Reccord,  45,  senior  pastor  of  the  5,000-  (RTVC),  and  Brotherhood  Commission.  NAMB  when  sold, 

member  First  Church  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  is  the  Although  the  three  agencies  had  more  than  In  introducing  Reccord  to  the  media  and 
unanimous  choice  of  a  search  committee  500  employees,  NAMB  will  start  with  362.  responding  to  a  question,  Hogue  said  "no 
for  president  of  the  new  agency.  He  will  be  A  number  of  questions  at  the  news  con-  politics  were  involved"  in  the  selection 
nominated  at  the  organizational  meeting  of  ference  centered  on  the  reduction  in  the  process.  . 

the  NAMB  board  of  trustees  following  the  number  of  employees.  Reccord  told  the  media,  regarding  his 

June  SBC  meeting  in  Dallas.  Yarbrough  said  NAMB  would  offer  nomination,  "I’m  as  surprised  as  anybody 

Reccord  and  four  SBC  officials  spoke  to  some  positions  to  people  outside  the  three  here.” 

news  media  April  24  following  tne  first  agencies  although  about  300  of  the  Dosi-  1““  ~  ”  " 

day’s  meeting  of  potential  NAMB  trustees  tions  would  be  offered  to  HMB,  RTVC  and  R/Vtl'f’f  cf"  GPCYPtflYI PG  Pi 
diiussing  actions  required  by  the  board  Brotherhood  employees.  OUfJU&l,  Cl 

when  it  officially  organizes  June  19.  Reccord,  in  response  to  a  question,  said  - i - - - 

The  "incorporators”  of  NAMB,  a  13-  there  would  be  a  higher  percentage  of 

member  committee  to  assist  the  creation  of  women  in  NAMB  management /profes- 

NAMB  and  serving  as  its  presidential  sional  positions  than  currentLv  at  the  three  .. - -JA HHL- - - 

search  committee  as  well,  hosted  the  April  agencies,  although  fewer  in  number,  as  ■CL' T 

24-25  meeting  in  Atlanta. 

Also  speaking  at  the  news  conference 
were  C.B.  "Bill"  Hogue,  chairman  of  the 
"incorporators"  and  a  retired  California 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  executive; 

Charles  Fuller,  pastor  of  First  Church, 

Roanoke,  Va.,  a  spokesman  for  the  Home 
Mission  Board's  trustees;  and  John 
Yarbrough,  chairman  of  the 
Implementation  Task  Force  (ITF)  oversee¬ 
ing  the  restructuring  and  pastor  of  First 
Church, Perry,  Ga. 

Reccord  emphasized  NAMB’s  ministry 
assignment,  "assisting  local  churches," 
which  would  mean  the  agency  would  be 
asking  questions  such  as  "What  do  you 
need  in  the  field?  How  can  we  help  you?” 

The  new  agency  would  work  closely  with 
state  conventions  and  local  associations,  he 
said,  but  not  with  "prepackaged  handouts." 

Also,  Reccord  saia  he  hoped  NAMB 
would  harness  and  utilize  the  effectiveness 
of  media  technology. 

But  Reccord  •  and  the  SBC  officials 


uestion 


the  NAMB  post 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries  Association  elected  officers  at  its  annu¬ 
al  meeting  April  7-8  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton.  The  officers  for  1997-98 
are  (from  left)  Danie  Robbins,  Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  president;  Dot 
Simmons,  Gulf  Coast  Association,  first  vice-president;  Sandi  Komurke,  First 
Church,  Madison,  second  vice-president;  and  Vivian  Taylor,  Wayne 
Association,  secretary-treasurer.  (Photo  by  Betty  Anne  Bailey) 
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Ga.  professor  urges  planning  for  aging 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Part  one  of  a  two  part  series 

"As  many  as  12  million 
Americans  require  long  term 
health  care  to  continue  to  live/' 
Frank  Whittington,  Director  of 
the  Gerontology  Center  and 
professor  of  sociology  at 
Georgia  State  University  in 
Atlanta  told  a  group  of 
approximately  100  people  at  a 
caregiving  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  Parkway  Church, 
Clinton. 

Called  Personal  Care 
Decision-Making  in  Later  life, 
the  conference  was  for  care¬ 
givers  and  care  receivers, 
according  to  Gayle  Garrett, 
Minster  of  Senior  Adults  at 
Parkway. 


Questions  to  consider  in  planning  for  care 

FOR  THE  CARE  RECEIVER 

♦  Have  I  informed  others  of  my  wishes  regarding  care  decisions? 

♦  Can  my  family  and/or  friends  offer  nelp  in  the  decision¬ 
making  process? 

♦  Do  1  nave  family  and/or  friends  who  are  able  and  willing 
to  help? 

♦  How  much  help  can  I  reasonably  expect  from  them? 

♦  How  much  help  am  I  willing  to  accept  from  them? 

♦  Would  it  be  possible  to  live  with  family  and/or  friends  if  I 
could  no  longer  care  for  myself? 

♦  Would  I  want  to? 

FOR  THE  CAREGIVER 

♦  Am  I  aware  of  my  relatives  wishes  regarding  care  decisions? 

♦  If  I  am  making  care  decisions  for  someone  else,  have  I 
involved  her  or  him  in  the  decision  making  process? 

♦  Given  my  responsibilities  and  time  constraints,  how  much 
help  can  I  reasonably  give?  How  much  am  I  willing  to  give? 

♦  Would  it  be  possible  for  the  person  for  whom  I  am  caring  to 
move  in  with  me? 

♦  Would  I  want  them  to? 

♦  Have  1  discussed  this  with  them? 


"This  conference  has  been  on 
my  heart  for  a  long  time.  I 
know  there  is  a  great  need  for 
information  ana  resources," 
Garrett  said. 

The  longevity  of  life  and 
aging  of  America  has  created  a 
need  for  caregiving, 
Whittington  said. 


"As  a  society  we  are  outliv¬ 
ing  our  ability  to  be  indepen¬ 
dent,"  he  said. 

According  to  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Human  Services, 

Department  of  Aging  and  Adult 
Services,  16.6  percent,  or  about 
one  in  every  six  Mississippians, 
are  age  60  or  over. 

In  1990,  a  person  reaching 
the  age  of  60  nad  an  average 
life  expectancy  of  an  additional 
22  years  (24  for  women  and  20 
for  men.) 

"If  you  are  not  an  active 
caregiver,  before  it  is  all  over 
with  you  probably  will,  be," 

Whittington  said. 

Bom  in  Kansas,  Whittington 

mfmb^of' a&  Sd!  .  FAMILY  REUNION I  -  Coifeence  leader  Frank  Whittington  (left) 

where  his  parents,  Frank  and  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  is  joined  by  hi4  parents,  Alee  (center)  and  Frank  (right) 
Alee  Whittington,  have  been  Whittington  of _ Jackson  The  senior  Whittingtons  have  been  members 
members  since  1937  °f  Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  since  1 937.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
Whittington  has  degrees  from 
Mississippi  State  and  Duke 
University. 

A  rellow  of  the 
Gerontological  Society  of 
America,  Whittington  is  a 
thinker  and  teacher  of  aging. 

He  has  authored  nine  books 
and  40  articles  on  the  subject  of 
long-term  care  and  the  behav¬ 
ior  of  older  people. 

"Long  term  care  does  not 
mean  just  a  nursing  home,"  he 
said. 

"There  is  no  choice  about 
stopping  or  intervening  in  the 
aging  process,  but  there  are 
lifestyle  choices. 

"Choices  are  complicated 
and  can  lead  to  confusion. 

What  we  need  is  more  infor¬ 
mation,  to  understand  the 
choices  in.  order  to  set 
informed  directions  and 
goals,"  Whittington  said. 

Whittington  said  there  are 
five  key  questions  in  the  long 
term  care  process. 

♦  First,  where  will  care  be 
provided? 

♦  Second,  who  will  provide 
the  care? 

♦  Third,  who  will  pay  for 
the  care? 

♦  Fourth,  what  type  of  care 
(services)  are  needed? 

♦  Fifth,  when  do  you 


decide  about  care? 

Whittington  answered  the 
fifth  question  with  an  emphat¬ 
ic,  "Before  the  need  arises A  and 
gave  three  reasons  why. 

First,  if  plans  aren't  made, 
then  someone  will  have  to 
make  decisions  on  the  person’s 
behalf.  "If  we  don't  make  our 
wishes  known,"  he  said,  "they 
cannot  be  carried  out." 

Second,  planning  relieves 
family  members  of  the  burden 
of  making  difficult  decisions. 
"It  is  a  blessing  to  your  loved 
ones  to  make  your  wishes 


known,"  he  said. 

Finally,  "it  is  better  to  talk 
about  these  emotional  things 
while  we  have  all  our  faculties 
and  are  calm,  then  when  some¬ 
one  is  standing  outside  the 
door  waiting  for  a  decision," 
he  said. 

"Caregiving  can  be  a  posi¬ 
tive  and  growing  experience.  It 
can  bring  people  together  in 
different  and  new  ways," 
Whittington  said. 

Next  week:  Issues  related  to 
being  a  caregiver  and  a  care  receiver. 


Lee  presidency  hailed  as 
"new  day"  at  La.  College 


PINEVILLE,  La.  (ABP)  — 
The  unanimous  election  of  47- 
year-old  Rory  Lee  as  president 
of  Louisiana  College  was  hailed 
as  a  "new  day"  by  trustees  of 
the  school,  divided  in  recent 
years  by  Baptist  politics. 

Lee,  currently  president  at 
William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg,  accepted  a  five- 
year  contract  as  president  of  the 
Baptist  school  in  Pineville, 
beginning  June  2. 


Missionary  laid  to  rest  after  Brazil  accident 


Funeral  services  were  held 
April  25  in  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
for  Wendell  "Boots"  Blackwell, 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  (FMB)  mission¬ 
ary  to  Brazil. 

A  memorial  service  for 
Blackwell  was  also  held  April 
21  in  Florianopolis,  Brazil. 

Blackwell  died  April  20  as  a 
result  of  injuries  received  in  a 
traffic  accident  the  evening 
before,  on  the  same  stretch  of 
Brazilian  roadway  where  FMB 
missionary  Larry  Braswell,  a 
Mississipptan,  was  involved  in 
a  near-fatal  accident  with  a  log 
truck  on  Sept.  18,  19%. 

Initial,  unconfirmed  reports 
on  the  Blackwell  accident  indi¬ 
cated  at  least  one  person  in  the 


other  car  was  killed,  and  that 
alcohol  may  have  been  involved. 

Blackwell,  52,  served  as 
director  of  the  evangelism  and 
missions  department  of  the 
Baptist  state  board  in  Santa 
Catarina,  Brazil.  He  was  return¬ 
ing  from  a  preaching  engage¬ 
ment  when  a  vehicle  reportedly 
crossed  the  highway  center  line 
and  struck  his  car. 

A  Baton  Rouge  native  and 
former  construction  engineer, 
Blackwell  had  served'  as  an 
FMB  missionary  since  1981. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
the  former  Sherry  Weeks  of 
Mansfield,  La.;  two  sons, 
Jonathan,  17,  and  Joshua,  14; 
and  three  daughters,  Jennifer, 
19,  Jodi,  15,  and  Jill,  12. 


His  parents,  the  W.W.  "Ben" 
Blackwells  of  Baton  Rouge, 
have  been  active  for  many 
years  in  the  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana  Baptist  Campers  on 
Mission  programs. 

He  was  the  nephew  of  Joe 
Blackwell,  pastor  of  Femwood 
Church,  Femwood  (Miss.). 

"This  was  a  great,  kind,  hard¬ 
working  servant  of  our  Lord. 
He  will  be  missed  by  many," 
said  Ann  Fallaw,  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  FMB  work  in  Brazil.  "Our 
prayers  are  for  his  dear  wife  and 
their  five  children.". 

The  Blackwell  family  can  be 
contacted  at  3350  Lanier  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70814 

Baptist  Press  contributed  to 
this  article. 


Lee  told  the  "Baptist 
Message"  newspaper  he  hopes 
the  unity  behind  his  election 
will  transfer  into  other  areas  of 
the  school’s  operation. 

"People  are  showing  a  coop¬ 
erative  spirit,  wanting  to  work 
together  so  that  Louisiana 
College  can  continue  its  academ¬ 
ic  excellence  and  be  the  kind  of 
Christian  influence  on  its  stu¬ 
dents  that  it  should  be,"  Lee  said. 

The  school  has  experienced  a 
turbulent  transition  with  the 
approaching  retirement  of 
President  Robert  Lynn. 

Last  year,  trustees  rejected  a 
prospective  faculty  member, 
raising  cries  of  academic  free¬ 
dom  from  faculty,  and  four  pro¬ 
fessors  sued  a  prominent  conser¬ 
vative  in  the  state  for  defamation 
after  he  circulated  letters  charg¬ 
ing  them  with  heresy.  The  suit  is 
currently  in  litigation. 

Lee  said  he  is  confident  he 
can  work  with  Louisiana 
Baptists  on  both  sides  of  the 
conflict. 

"I  believe  one  of  the  reasons 
that  l  was  elected  is  because  of 
my  desire  to  work  with  all 
Louisiana  Baptists. 

"We  as  Louisiana  Baptists 
are  conservative  by  nature,  and 
1  believe  I  can  work  with  all 
Louisiana  Baptists  to  bring 
about  a  great  future  for 
Louisiana  College,"  he  said. 
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Campolo:  Baptists  getting  too  comfortable 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (ABP) 

—  Tony  Campolo  admits  he's 
abrasive,  but  Eastern  College’s 
acclaimed  ,  sociology  professor  is 
.-not  ashamed  of  criticism,  and 
he’s  particularly  not  afraid  to  con¬ 
front  his  attackers  —  especially 
when  it  comes  to  matters  of  faith. 

Campolo,  labeled  an  evangel¬ 
ical  liberal  by  his  critics,  would 
argue  he  is  as  theologically  con¬ 
servative  as  any  Southern 
Baptist.  "You  can’t  get  me  doctri- 

nally.  I'm  in,"  Campolo  stated  Southern  Baptists 
recently  to  a  group  of  Southern  opposed  to  women 
Baptiste  in  Alabama.  behind  American  pulpits  but 

But  while  he  takes  the  Bible  will  place  them  in  ministry  posi- 
literally,  the  American  Baptist  tions  halfway  around  the  world, 
theologian  is  also  one  step  ahead  He  has  little  patience  for  those 
of  most  religious  leaders.  And  who  try  to  put  God  in  the  Baptiste  is  that  you 
with  such  vision  comes  criticism.  Republican  Party. 

"People  pick  on  the  minor  "What  I  see  ru 


Campolo  has  been  called  a  Campolo  says  evangelical 

homosexual  activist,  a  heretic,  a  Christianity  in  America  is  steer- 

feminist,  and  that  is  just  the  ing  away  from  being  about  a 
beginning,  but  those  labels  come  belief  in  the  Bible,  conviction 
from  people  who  do  not  listen  to  about  inerrancy  of.  Scripture 
Campolo  s  message,  he  claims.  and  a  call  to  win  people  to 

He  doesn't  believe  homosex-  Christ.  If  that  were  the  case, 
uality  is  right,  but  he  does  not  Campolo  insists,  evangelical 

tolerate  those  who  say  "hate  the  Christians  would  not  oppose 
sin,  love  the  sinner"  and  show  him  "because  I  have  those  same 
absolutely  no  compassion  convictions." 
toward  homosexuals.  Campolo  "But  when  evangelical 

said  he  cannot  understand  why  Christianity  becomes  an  mvita- 

are  so  tion  to  enter  the  culture  wars 
standing  and  to  demonize  people  who 
are  not  part  of  a  particular 
group,  I  cannot  go  along  with 
mat/  Campolo  said. 

J  "The  problem  with  Southern 
i  are  so  suc¬ 
cessful,  so  big,  so  effective,  and 
so  theologically  sound  that  you 
lose  the  ability  to  undergo  self 
criticism,"  Campolo  said.  In  the¬ 
ory,  Southern  Baptist  theology  is 
on  target,  he  said.  It  is  in  the 
practice  where  the  denomina¬ 
tion  falls  down. 

"I'm  not  sure  where  the 
Southern  Baptist  ideology  ends 


Blue  Mountain  College  sets 
commencement  exercise 

Missionary  Union  (WMU). 


Blue  Mountain  College 
(BMC),  Blue  Mountain,  will 
hold  commencement  exercises 
/or  its  124th  annual  session  on 
Sunday,  May  4. 

Eignty-five  graduates  will 

be  awarded _ 

the  bache- 

lor's  degree.  «  V»  •*! 


Patterson,  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  has  served  in  various 
capacities  including  Sunday 
School  teacher,  WMU  leader, 
choir  member,  and  chairman  of 
die  finance  committee. 

BMC  will  also  award  two 
honorary  degrees. 

The  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
will  be  awarded  to  James  L. 
Travis  in  recognition  of  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  ■■■mhhbhhl  I 


Smith 


sor  and  head  Eg 
of  the  BMC  ■! 
Smith  currently  serves  as  Department. 
the  director  of  Church-  Patterson  R 
Minister  Relations  Department  will  receive  \A 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  the  doctor  ^ m 
Convention  Board.  of  humani- 

The  commencement  address  ties  degree 
is  scheduled  for  3  p.m.  in  Berry  in  recognition  ol 
Auditorium,  with  Marjean  ing  service  t< 
Patterson  as  the  featured  speaker.  Baptiste  througf 
Patterson  currently  serves  as  tion  to  Womar 
the  executive  director-treasurer  Union  during 
of  the  Mississippi  Woman’s  almost  40  years. 


Staff  Changes 


Names  in  the  News 


1-800  654  1294 


reached  for  Children's  Villa; 
information  or  supply  preac 
ing/  revival  at  (601)  566-7722 
680-6956. 


;y  at  the  University  of  Central 
Jorth  Carolina.  Rex  Yancey  is 
castor  of  First  Church, 
'ascagoula. 


Corinth  Church,  recently  ordained  by  First 

Heidelberg,  has  called  Michael  Church,  Pascagoula.  He  is  the 
Collins  as  minister  of  youth  new  pastor  of  Jackson  Avenue 
and  education  effective  April  Baptist  Mission,  a  work  spon- 
20.  Collins  is  a  graduate  of  sored  by  First  Church. 
Pensacola  Christian  College.  Applewhite  has  a  degree  in 
Edd  Holloman  is  pastor  of  biology  from  Mississippi 
Corinth  Church.  Industrial  College  and  a  master 

of  divinity  degree  from  New 
Joe  Applewhite  (pictured  Orleans  Seminary.  He  has  done 
with  his  wife  Delores)  was  post  graduate  studies  in  biolo- 


Good  Hope  Church,  Lena, 
has  called  Jessie  L.  Napp  of 
Meridian  as  pastor  effective 
March  9.  Napp  is  a  graduate  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  His 
previous  place  of  service  was 
interim  pastor  of  Eureka 
Church,  Cromwell,  Ala. 

Concord  Church,  Franklin 
Association,  has  called  James 


M  ®  .M  JIB  pastor  effec-B^y.  •* 

H  m  tive  March  3.  pjjp  ?' 

A  native  ofBl 

Joe  and  Delores  Applewhite  Brookhaven,  Wgm,  ^  VjfS 

Case  attend-  ■  ii|i 

Jim  Alford  resigned  as  pas-  ed  Missi- 1 
tor  of  Parkway  Church,  Tupelo,  s  s  i  p  p  i  I 
to  accept  a  staff  position  with  College.  HeB, 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  previously 
Children's  Village  as  the  direc-  served  as 
tor  of  Northeast  Mississippi  pastor  at  '“'a! 

Family  Ministries.  He  will  Eddiceton 
reside  in  Tupelo  and  can  be  Church,  Franklin  Association. 


Missionary 

News 


Robert  and  Veronica  Erwin, 

missionaries  to  Brazil,  are  on 
the  field  (address:  Caixa  Postal 
36,  17.760-000  Inubia 

Paulista,  Brazil).  He  was  born 
in  Florence,  Ala.,  and  grew  up 
in  Oak  Ridge  and  Knox 
County,  Tenn.  She  is  the  former 
Veronica  (Ronnie)  Wheeler  of 
Sandersville. 


f  HP  Stanton,  Natchez:  May  2-4;  Sigrest,  Yazoo  City,  Bill 

. Pi •  •  "  ,  tftlSSl  P311*-  Taylor,  evangelist;  Steve  Stanford,  pastor. 

1  _ Purvis,  pastor. 

Highland,  Vicksburg:  May 

RAs  and  GAs  of  Trinity  Church,  Carthage,  recently  had  a  bike-a-  Shiloh,  Oxford:  May  4-7;  4-7;  Sunday,  Bible  study,  9:45 

thon  and  raised  $615  for  foreign  missions.  Pictured  (from  left)  first  Sunday,  high  attendance  day  a.m.,  worship,  11  a.m.  and  6 
row,  are  Ashley  Johnson,  Bethany  Johnson,  Courtney  Ingram;  sec-  starting  at  9:45  a.m.,  and  wor-  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  lunch  at  11:45 
ond  row,  Bobby  Sikes,  Kelcey  Sikes,  Eric  Dowell,  Kyle  Moore,  Zack  ship,  11  a.m.;  7  p.m.  nightly;  a.m.,  services  12:15  p.m.  and  7 
Johnson,  D.  J.  Boatner;  third  row,  Victoria  Crenshaw,  Amanda  Dale  Ellenburg,  Mid-America  am.;  Gary  Bowlin,  evangelist; 
Schmidt,  Justin  Chamblee,  D.  J.  Ingram,  Brett  Moore,  Jeffrey  Seminary,  Memphis,  evange-  Tim  Hubbard,  music;  Brian 

Chancellor;  fourth  row,  Rodney  Moore,  Don  Ingram,  and  David  list;  Tom  Foy,  Memphis,  music;  Ivey,  pastor. 

Chamblee.  Not  pictured  was  Stanley  Dowell.  Ronnie  Mayes,  interim  pastor. 

Hope,  Philadelphia:  May 

May  4-  11-14;  7  p.m.;  Danny  Lanier, 

1  p.m.;  Little  Rock,  evangelist;  William 

;efist;  J.  Crenshaw,  Hope  Church, 

music;  music;  Jimmy  Young,  pastor. 

Liberty  (Mississippi):  May 
25-28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ken 
Hester,  Mantee,  evangelist; 
Jason  Wallis,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
music;  Martin  Hayden,  pastor.. 

"Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find" 

The  best  opportunty  I've  found  in 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  work.  Perhaps  you  can  also. 
Let's  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


Jerry  and  Dorothy 
Hubbard,  missionaries  to 
Zambia,  are  in  the  States 
(address:  6808  Forrestview, 
Arlington,  Texas  76016).  He 
was  born  in  Caruthersville, 
Mo.,  and  considers  Senatobia 
his  hometown.  She  is  the  for¬ 
mer  Dorothy  Smart  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 


held  deacon  ordination  services  Southsic 
for  Randy  Jackson.  He  and  his  7;  Mon.-W< 
wife  Tanya  have  two  daugh-  Bob  Smith, 
ters,  Sleigh  and  Emily.  Pictured  M.  Wood 
(from  left)  are  Robert  Daniel,  Jeffrey  R.  P 
pastor;  Jackson;  and  Dale 
Manning,  chairman  of  deacons.  Wellman  (Lincoln):  May  4-7; 

Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch,  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  breakfast  and  7  p.m.; 
Billy  Smith,  evangelist;  Jim 
Everett,  pastor,  music. 

Twin  Lakes  (Metro):  May  4- 

7;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.,  noon 
meal,  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  James  Yates,  Yazoo  City, 
evangelist;  R.  L.  and  Beth 


Lloyd  H.  Atkinson,  who 
directs  efforts  by  the  Foreign 

B  Mission  Board  (FMB)  to 
appoint  new  missionar¬ 
ies,  has  been  named 
associate  vice  president 
for  mission  ’ —  t 

personnel.  ■ 

Atkinson,  a  | 
former  FMB  £ 
missionary  to 


Ronnie  and  Beth 
Parker,  missionaries  to 
Brazil,  are  on  the  field 
(address:  Caixa  Postal 
7048,  71619-970 

Brasilia,  DF,  Brazil).  He 
was  born  in 
Hattiesburg  and  also 
lived  in  Long  Beach, 
Gulfport,  Biloxi,  and 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  while 
growing  up.  The  for¬ 
mer  Beth  Colletti,  was 
born  in  New  Orleans, 

La.,  and  lived  in  Hattiesburg, 
Biloxi,  and  Mims,  Fla.,  while 
growing  up. 


Chile  in  1972- 
77,  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  direct 
the  board’s 
Personnel  Selection 
Department. 


Atkinson 


Mark  Mitchell, 
D.O.  has  joined  the 


Steve  and  Vidonia  Smith, 

missionaries  to  Argentina,  are 
in  the  states  (address:  P.O.  Box 
12155,  Jackson,  Miss.  39236). 
He  was  born  in  Santa  Monica, 
Calif.,  and  considers 
Hattiesburg  his  horpetown. 
The  former  Vidonia  Spriith  was 
born  in  Houston,  Tekas,  and 
considers  White  Oak  her 
hometown. 


medical  spe- 

cializing  in  Daniel,  Jackson,  and  Manning 

Emergency  Medicine,  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center.  Mitchell  is  associated 
with  MEA,  Inc.  in  Jackson. 

Harmony  Church,  Union 
County  Association,  recently 


Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


Our  company  promlh  retains  the 
name  of  our  founder.  LL.  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


V  Check  1 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 
k  BuV!  A 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  15  Passenger,  /j 

Gas  or  Diesel  d 

NO  CDL  Required  _ _ 

72"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 

CALL  —  “Sua  SoUa  —  TODAY 

4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 
painting  •  mote  than  290  complete 

CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P.  0.  Bos  1430.  Waco.  TX  76703 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
.  We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 


Baptist  Record 


DARE  TO  TEST  TONGUES 


Editor: 

The  ultimate  challenge  for 
the  entire  tongues  movement  is 
hereby  stated.  (I  Kings  18:17-41). 

Take  your  camcorder  to  an 
active,  spirit-filled  tongues- 
speaking  service.  Record  on 
video  tape  the  entire  meeting. 

When  a  tongue  is  given  and 
then  immediately  interpreted, 
confer  with  both  parlies  to 
rtiake  sure  the  tongue  you 
recorded  is  the  same  one  that  is 
interpreted  on  your  video  tape. 

The  next  day  go  to  a  nearby 
city  and  locate  the  most  active 
tongues-speaking  church. 


Consult  with  the  members 
and  ask  who  is  the  most  spirit 
filled  interpreter  of  tongues. 

Call  for  a  group  meeting 
with  this  person  in  which  you 
show  your  tape.  Stop  the  tape 
after  tne  tongue  is  given  which 
is  later  interpreted. 

Ask  the  present  interpreter 
to  interpret.  Play  it  several 
times  without  the  original 
interpretation. 

It  is  my  contention  that  your 
response  will  not  be  cordial, 
coherent,  or  consistent.  At  any 
rate,  I  do  not  believe  you  will 
have  the  same  interpretation  if 
you  seek  a  hundred  responses. 

A  ten-page  intensive  study 


guide  that  proves  that  the 
unknown  tongue  is  definitely  not 
for  today  and  should  never  be 
experienced  in  a  worship  service 
is  now  available.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  how  to  get  a  copy, 
send  your  name  ana  address  to 
The  Last  Word,  P.O.  Box  78222, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70837 
John  L.  Hawkins 
Greenwell  Springs,  La. 


LETTERS  DEPRESSING 
Editor: 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
printing  letters  to  the  editor  in 
^The  Baptist  Record"  which 


Food,  food  everywhere.  No  matter  where  you  look  -  on  television,  in 
the  newspapers,  as  you're  in  your  car -tempting  images  of  food 
bombard  you.  Now  look  at  the  models.  Thin,  beautiful  people  sell¬ 
ing  everything  from  cars  to  cough  medicines  to  even  food.  The  con¬ 
tradicting  messages:  Eat  all  you  want,  but  thin  is  in. 

Most  of  us  just  laugh,  accepting  the  fact  that  we'll  never  eat  the  way 
we  do  and  look  like  those  Hollywood  models.  But  for  some  people 
the  obsession  with  being  thin  can  snowball  into  dangerous  and 
deadly  conditions  such  as  anorexia  and  bulimia. 

To  help  you  understand  eating  disorders,  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  will  offer,  "Are  You  Dying  to  be  Thin?"  on  Tuesday,  May  6, 
1997  at  MBMC's  Busey  Auditorium.  Sessions  will  be  led  by  Martha  J. 
Cain,  Ph.D.,  a  licensed  psychologist;  Dr.  J.  David  Richardson,  M.D.,  a 
psychiatrist;  and  Jane  Clayton,  R.D.,  L.D.,  registered  dietician. 

The  seminar  will  focus  on  recognition  of  the  signs  and  symptoms  of 
eating  disorders;  identification  of  risk  factors;  ways  to  intervene  if  a 
family  member  is  suspected  of  developing  an  eating  disorder;  and 
types  of  treatment  available.  "Are  You  Dying  To  Be  Thin?"  is  for 
anyone  interested  in  finding  out  more  about  these  dangerous,  but 
treatable,  conditions.  The  seminar  costs  $5  per  participant,  or  $10  for 
family  groups  of  two  or  more.  Pre-registration  is  requested. 

Anyone  can  be  at  risk  for  developing  eating  disorders.  By  the  time 
you've  noticed  a  loved  one  has  one  of  these  conditions,  time  may  be 
running  out.  Your  best  defense  is  to  be  informed. 


Understanding  the  Benefits  of  Eating  Disorders  Awareness 

Call  948-MBMC  or  1-800-948-MBMC  (6262) 
for  reservations  or  more  information. 

lot  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 


support  racial  segregation  is  in 
the  same  category  as  printing 
letters  which  support  incest  or 
rape  or  murder  or  any  other 
vile  sin  against  God. 

Realizing  that-  such  godless 
thinking  still  exists  among  our 
people  is  most  depressing. 

John  Armisteaa 
Tupelo 


CELEBRATING  NEW  WMU 
Editor: 

First  Church,  Benndale 
(George-Greene  Association) 
has  recently  organized  a 
Woman's  Missionary  Union. 
Newly  elected  president  is 
Helen  Walters  of  Benndale.  We 
desire  your  prayers  in  this  new 
work  in  our  church  for  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We've  had 
good  attendance  so  far  and 
very  good  meetings.  We  are 
expecting  God  to  do  great 
things  in  this  new  endeavor. 

Martha  S.  Dixon 

Benndale 

Central  Hills 
slates  camps 

Registrations  for  summer 
camp  sessions  at  Central  Hills 
Retreat  near  Kosciusko  are  now 
being  received  by  the 
Brotherhood  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

Week-long  resident  camp  ses¬ 
sions  are  open  to  boys  and 
young  men  entering  grades  four 
through  12.  Campers  may  or 
may  not  be  enrolled  in  a  Royal 
Ambassador  or  Challenger  orga¬ 
nization  in  their  local  church. 

Camp  sessions,  which  will 
begin  with  registration  at  10 
a.m.  each  Monday  and  con¬ 
clude  with  lunch  on  Friday,  are 
planned  for: 

♦  June  16-20. 

•  ♦June  23-27. 

♦  July  7-11. 

♦  July  14-18. 

♦  July  21-25. 

♦  July  28-Aug.  1. 

In  addition,  overnight 
Lad  /Dad  Weekends  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  June  27-28  and  July  11-12. 

Lad /Dad  weekends,  for 
dads  and  their  boys  entering 

Grades  one  through  three,  are 
esigned  as  a  special  outing  for 
fathers  and  sons. 

Weather  is  more  comfortable  j 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when^space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


during  the  earlier  sessions. 
Groups  and  individuals  are 
encouraged  to  take  advantage 
of  the  earlier  dates. 

For  more  information  and  to 
register,  contact  Central  Hills 
Retreat  at  P.O.  Box  723, 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090-0723. 
Telephone:  (601)  289-9730. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

-  1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


Baptist  College  News 


Over  350  young  people 

participated  in  the  Disciple 
Now  program  held  at  First 
Church,  Florence;  First 
Church,  Richland;  Star  Church; 
and  Cleary  Church  recently. 
Disciple  Now  is  a  national  pro¬ 
gram  combining  music, 
drama,  counseling,  and  indi¬ 
vidual  and  group  prayer  that 
allows  college  students  to 
share  their  faith  with  high 
school  students.  Pictured  are 
the  William  Carey  College 
Baptist  Student  Union  mem¬ 
bers  who  participated  in 
Disciple  Now. 


Jim  Boyd,  art  major  at 
William  Carey  College  on  the 
Coast,  took  first  place  ($1,000 
purchase  award)  at  the  Fifth 
Biennial  Juried  Religious  Art 
Exhibit.  The  exhibit  was 
sponsored  by  Dauphin  Way 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Mobile,  Ala. 

Three  William  Carey 
College  on  the  Coast  art  stu¬ 
dents  won  Juror's  Awards  at 
the  Mississippi  Collegiate  Art 
Competition  held  at  the 
Meridian  Museum  of  Art. 
They  are  Janis  Anderson, 
ceramics;  Daphne  Dudley, 
sculpture;  and  Annette 
Blocker,  mixed  media.  The 
competition  is  an  annual  event 
that  recognizes  artistic  talent 
by  students  at  four-year  col- 


Homecomings 


Harmony,  Crystal  S\ 

May  4;  10:30  a.m.  and  6  p.m., 
other  activities  include  build¬ 
ing  dedication  of  new  sanctu¬ 
ary;  Clark  Stewart,  pastor. 

Poplar  Flat,  Louisville:  May 
4;  homecoming  and  memorial 
services  will  begin  at  10:45 
a.m.;  James  G.  rope,  pastor, 
will  be  the  speaker. 

Carmel,  Monticello:  May  4; 

Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  wor¬ 


ship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal;  1  p.m. 
singing;  Harold  O’Chester,  for¬ 
mer  pastor  (1954-55),  Austin, 
Texas,  guest  speaker;  music  by 
Obadiah,  D'Lo;  Ted  C.  Bowlin, 
pastor. 

First,  Orange  Grove, 
Pascagoula:  May  4;  40th 

anniversary;  services,  10  a.m.; 
noon  meal;  Dennis  Ray  Smith, 
Pascagoula,  guest  speaker;  The 
Portsmen,  music;  Sid  Taylor, 
pastor. 


leges  and  univer¬ 
sities  in 

Mississippi. 

Mississippi 
students  at 

William  Carey 
College  chosen 
for  the  1997  Who's 
Who  Among 
Students  in 

American 
Universities  and 
Colleges  recogni¬ 
tion  are:  Jennifer 
Cook,  Christie 
Merck,  Douglas 
Morris,  and 
Allanda  Small,  Hattiesburg; 
Jennifer  Curry,  Steven  Marsh, 
and  Joy  Russell,  Petal;  Jenny 
Steed  and  Dana  Watson, 
Laurel;  Priscilla  Walker  and 
America  Wise,  Columbia; 
Trinia  Blackmon,  Summit; 
Shannon  Clark,  Tupelo;  Cindy 
Glaze,  Jackson;  Jamie  Jackson, 
Raymond;  Dana  Johnson, 
Sallis;  Walter  McIntosh, 
Sandersville;  Chase  Moore, 
Meridian;  Ruth  Nichole 
Roberts,  Isola;  Stephen 
Stringer,  Escatawpa;  Janis 
Anderson,  Myra  Johnson, 
Amber  Leatherwood,  LaTanya 
Reeves,  and  Mark  Smith, 
Gulfport;  Joy  Breslin,  Pass 
Christian;  Wendy  Burgess  and 
Andrew  Stroman,  Biloxi;  Oleg 
Chichkanov  and  Joann 
Thompson,  Long  Beach; 
Jonathan  Reeb,  Keesler;  Don 
Smith,  Pascagoula;  and  Tim 
Waldrop  and  Howard  Kaough, 
Ocean  Springs;  and  Kim  Smith, 
McNeill. 

Seymor  Adolph  Jr.  of 

Gulfport,  a  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College,  recently 
received  the  Robert  Greene  Lee 
Preaching  Award  at  the 
University  of  Mobile  School  of 
Religion  Awards  Ceremony.  He 
is  currently  the  pastor  of  First 
Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Gulfport. 

Registration  for  the  first 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting. 

folding  doors. 

Church  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

\ 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Trinity 


Baptist 


Adds  Third  Morning  Worship 

A 

8:00  a.m.  First  Worship 
9:00  a.m.  Second  Worship  and 
First  Bible  Study 
10:30  a.m.  Third  Worship  and 

Second  Bible  Study 


Construction  begins  this  summer 
on  our  new  2,700  seat  Worship 
Center 


Dr.  Jim  Butler,  Pastor 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Southaven,  Mississippi 


John  McCall  was  honored  at  a  reception  upon  his  retirement  after 
serving  more  than  10  years  at  Mississippi  College.  Pictured  with 
McCall  and  his  wife  Vicki  is  Louise  Hudson  of  the  Mississippi 
College  Office  of  Public  Relations. 


A  10x60  foot  mural  commissioned  by  the  City  of  Long  Beach  was 
dedicated  recently.  Representatives  of  the  city,  the  Long  Beach 
Rotary  Club,  and  William  Carey  College  were  on  hand  for  the  pre¬ 
sentation,  the  result  of  an  almost  two-year  long  collaborative  effort 
among  the  three  entities.  Undertaken  as  a  beautification  project 
which  would  also  provide  technical  experience  for  students,  the 
endeavor  was  spearheaded  by  Rotary  Club  member  and  Carey 
College  art  department  chairman  Ted  Rose. 


summer  term  at  Mississippi 
College  will  be  held  on  May  27 
in  the  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum. 
Registration  for  day  classes  will 
be  from  8:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 
and  night  classes  from  4-6  p.m. 
Registration  for  the  second 
term  will  be  June  30  following 
the  same  time  schedule  as  first 
term.  For  additional  informa¬ 


tion,  call  the  Office  of 
Admissions  at  (601)  925-3240  or 
1-800-738-1236. _ 

f  Lakewood  Memorial  Park 

Rev.  Rob  Robbins  is  now  a 
Counselor  with  Lakewood 
Memorial  Park  and  Funeral 
Home.  For  a  caring  approach  to 
cemetery  and  funeral  planning,  I 
^  caB  him  at  922-2123.  y 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising, 
include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  Only 
written  ads  accepted. 


VOICE  MAIL  SYSTEM  FOR  SALE  -  Reasonably 
priced.  Call  Cliff  at  1601 )  644-9922  Ex.  1 . 
DALLAS  SBC  CONVENTION  ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS:  Affordable  hotel  packages:  Some/walk¬ 
ing  distance.  Discount  airfares!  Alamo  rentals 
start...  $23/day.  CHRISTIAN  TRAVELERS 
1-800-972-8952. 

DESTIN,  FL.  CONDO.  Sleeps  four.  Excellent 
location.  Great  rates.  1-800-484-2883 
"code"  6381 . 

RIDGECREST,  NC  -  3  bedrooms,  1-1/2  baths, 
equipped  kitchen,  large  living-dining,  large  sun 
room,  extra  beds.  3  minutes  to  conference  cen¬ 
ter.  $95  per  night.  (704)  669-7273 
NOTCH  ESTATES  -  BRANSON,  MO.  CONDO 
1  mile  west  of  Silver  Dollar  City.  2BR,  2BA. 
sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights,  4th  free;  or  4  nights,  5th 
free.  Free  continental  breakfast.  $95  daily. 
(601)746-4632. 

OAK  PEWS  LIKE  NEW.  Traditional  ends, 
upholstered  seat  and  back  in  blue.  31  at 
7’6";  11  at  IT;  2  at  4';  2  at  13';  1  at  16'. 
Pulpit  and  communion  table.  (601)  876-5514. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  for 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks,  Inc. 
1-800-605-2970. 

WANTED:  Churches  that  can  benefit  from 


seeing  people  saved,  lives  reclaimed,  growth,  and 
God-sent  revival.  Call  Evangelist  Bob  Wilkerson, 
1-800-637-9910. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOtATIONAL  ministers  and 
music  directors:  Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$1.000  per  week  with  American 
Protective.  Leads  furnished,  no  overnight  travel  or 
cash  investment  —  We  train  you.  Call  (601)  582- 

9000  for  confidential  interview.  ■ _ 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games! 
Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  Outdoors. 
(601)  722-90  00. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/judicial 
robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's 
Robes,  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS 
CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 
t -800-830-0583. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church 
groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limited  free 
miles/  7-  to  15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  (601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 

RETIRED?  PLANNING  RETIREMENT?  Insufficient 
income?  Need  second  income?  Men,  women,-. 
For  remedy,  call  1 -8O0-7O8-6237. 


Baptist  Record 


May  1, 1997 


Just  for  the  Record 


Poplar  Springs  Church,  Mendenhall,  held  ground  breaking  cere¬ 
monies  April  6  lor  the  $298,720  construction  of  a  new  sanctuary,  and 
renovation  of  the  old  sanctuary  for  education  space,  offices,  library, 
choir  room,  and  kitchen.  The  project  is  set  for  completion  in  late 
August,  1997.  Pictured  from  left,  are  Benny  Still,  pastor;  Tom 
Winningham,  deacon;  Bill  Anderson,  contractor;  Truitt  Barnard, 
building  committee;  Pat  Fewell  and  Judy  Burnham,  property  and 
space  committee;  Farris  Smith,  director  of  missions,  Simpson 
Association;  Kelly  Lee,  deacon;  Howard  Fewell,  stewardship  com¬ 
mittee;  Adelia  Rankin;  Linda  Rankin;  Allan  Rankin,  stewardship  com¬ 
mittee;  Nomia  May;  John  Edwards,  property  and  space  committee; 
Regina  Shows,  treasurer;  Roy  May,  deacon;  Buster  Shows,  property 
and  space  committee;  L.  E.  Ponder,  deacon;  and  Harold  Overby,  dea¬ 
con.  Front  center,  Cody  and  Houston  Pittman  and  Mason  Fewell. 


Cedar  Grove  Church,  Marion  County,  held  a  note  burning  cere¬ 
mony  on  March  2.  The  church  paid  off  the  debt  on -a  new  educa¬ 
tional,  building  in  one  year.  Members  of  the  building  and  finance 
committees,  tne  board  of  deacons,  and  the  contractor  (pictured) 
front  row,  are  Elois  Blansett,  James  Bryant,  Paula  Dyess,  David 
Watts,  Chick  Bourne,  Grace  Bourne,  Frank  Breland,  Bill  Stringer 
(contractor),  Betty  Breland,  Brenda  Stringer,  and  Mike  Breland.  Back 
row,  Raymond  May,  Dan  Speights,  Bob  May,  Gary  Arthur,  and 
George  May. 

Gracewood  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  dedicate  its  new 
600  seat  sanctuary  on  May  4. 

I  The  church  was  founded  in  1994 

I  through  the  merger  of  Applicants  should  send  resume  Silver  Greek  Church,  Pike 

V  Graceland  Church,  Whitehaven,  to  Neshoba  Baptist  Association,  Association,  on  May  4.  Activities 

and  Summerwood  Church,  903  Valley  View  Drive,  will  include  Sunday  School,  10 

|F  '  Olive  Branch.  Gracewood  Philadelphia,  MS  39350  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on 

Church  has  finished  an  educa-  grounds  following  worship;  and 

tional  facility  and  now  will  ded-  Lucius  B.  Marion  Day  will  1:30  p.m.  songfest.  Mike  Sosebe, 
HgS|P|f^  icate  an  administrative  complex  be  held  at  Clarksdale  Church,  former  pastor,  will  deliver  the 

and  sanctuary.  The  service  will  Clarksdale,  on  May  11,  to  honor  message.  Pat  Bourg  is  pastor. 

^  begin  at  10:30  a.m.  Ronnie  Marion  on  his  60tn  anniversary 

Mitchell  is  pastor.  in  the  ministry.  Marion  and  his  Impact  Day,  sponsored  by 

nmioi  Mmnino  wife  Mildred  are  to  be  honored  American  Christran  Writers, 

®  First  Church,  Gulfport,  is  in  the  11  a.m.  service,  followed  will  be  held  on  May  31  at  First 
Harmony  Church,  Union  constructing  a  memorial  park-  by  a  church-wide  fellowship  Church,  Memphis,  Term.  Tuition 

County  Association,  had  way  leading  to  the  church's  meal.  Marion  was  pastor  of  is  $79  before  May  10  and  $95 

Founders  Day  on  Feb.  23.  On  centenniel  historical  marker.  Clarksdale  Church  from  1961-  after  May  10  or  at  the  door.  For 

program  were  John  Henry  The  walkway  will  be  construct-  1982.  Since  retirement  he  has  more  information  or  to  register. 

Hale,  whose  father  gave  the  ed  of  bricks  embossed  with  the  served  as  pastor  emeritus.  write  American  Christian 

land;  Enoch  Purvis,  former  pas-  names  of  living  or  deceased  Writers,  P.  O.  Box  110390, 

tor,  told  of  the  move  from  the  friends  and  family  meiTTfcers.  May  Day  will  be  held  at  Nashville,  TN  37222-0390. 
old  school  building  to  build  a  For  more  information,  contact  T  *  -w-  *- 

new  church  which  was  com-  the  church  at  (601)  863-8501.  I — I  rVTf/ATl  QPfX/'ITlO’  K  piYIT^P'r 


MBMC  sets 

Father/Son 

Seminar 


Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  (MBMC)  will  sponsor 
the  sixth  annual  Father/Son 
Seminar  from  9  a.m.-l  2  noon 
on  Saturday,  May  10  in  )ohn 
Busey  Auditorium  on  the  med¬ 
ical  center’s  State  Street  campus 
in  Jackson.  Mother/son  families 
are  also  welcome  to  attend. 

Issues  to  be  covered  include 
becoming  a  man,  and  estab¬ 
lishing  a  foundation  of  respect 
and  communication  between 
parent  and  child.  Respect  for, 
and  understanding  of,  God's 
gifts  will  be  emphasized. 

Fee  is  $10  per  family. 
Registration  deadline  is 
Wednesday,  May  7.  To  register 
and  for  more  information,  call 
(601 )  948-6262  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  948-MBMC. 


since  November  19%.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Blue  Mountain 
College  and  has  completed 
part  of  his  seminary  work 
through  New  .  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Horton  pastored  several 
churches  in  Mississippi.  Early 
in  his  ministry  he  served  in 
evangelism  both  music  and 
preaching  in  over  100  churches. 
He  ana  his  wife  Gay  Ingram 
Horton  Horton  have  three  children. 
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will  occur.  Spiritual  death  will 


Life  and  Work 

Freed  by  the  Spirit 

Romans  8:1-17 


through  the  gift  of  his  Son  are  hostile  to  God  and  they  can- 
who  gives  us  eternal  life.  noHplease  God. 

It  is  God  through  the  gift  Tne  life  controlled  by  the 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  who  Spirit,  however,  is  at  peace, 
gives  us  thestrength  and  Satisfied  with  God's  provision, 
courage  to  live  in  free-  the  Spirit-controlled  Christian  _  -  u  » 

dom.  Freedom  that  comes  focuses  first  on  God,  then  on  something  we  can  do  for  our- 
from  the  Spirit  is  trans-  others.  Paul  is  very  plain  spo- 
forming.  With  the  power  ken  about  the  Spirit-controlled 
of  the  Spirit  we  have  the  life.  If  the  Spirit  lives  in  us,  we 
tools  necessary  to  defeat  will  be  controlled  by  the  Spirit, 
sin.  When  God  says  "I  for-  Do  you  show,  a  Spirit-controlled 
you"  we  are  truly  liberated  life  to  those  around  you? 
jrsue  the  life  God  gives  Free  from  Death  (8:9b-ll). 
igh  the  Spirit.  Those  who  do  not  have  the 

ee  from  Sin's  Control  (8:5-  Spirit  of  God  in  their  lives  are 

Ve  live  in  a  selfish  society,  not  Christians.  Without  the  -nr* 

y  form  of  media  constantly  Spirit  a  person  is  not  a  member  with  us  to  relieve  all  our  fears 
us  to  satisfy  self.  When  of  the  spiritual  family  because  and  worries.  We  are  his  chil- 
le  are  focused  on  them-  they  have  no  relationship  with  dren.  We  have  the  right  to  call 
s,  they  often  become  the  Father  or  the  Son.  The  him  "Daddy."  What  a  personal 
3  and  imprisoned  by  healthiest  and  most  vibrant  and  intimate  relationship  we 
y.  The  drive  to  accumulate  person  is  dead  and  useless  have  with  God!  With  a  relation- 
ichieve  becomes  their  ulti-  without  the  Spirit.  ship  such  as  this,  how  can  we 


never  occur  for  the  Christian, 
because  God  will  not  allow  it. 
Isn't  that  a  comforting  thought? 


expected  to  follow. 
This  section  of  scrip- 


to  free  us  from  death. 

Free  from  Fear  (8:12-17). 
Fear  enslaves  and  imprisons. 


What  a  wonderful  feeling  ture  does  not  relieve 
we  experience  when  we  hear  us  of  that  responsi-  Benn 
the  words  "I  forgive  you"  from  bility.  Paul,  through 
a  family  member  or  a  friend,  his  writings  to  die  Roman 
Those  words  set  us  free  to  Christians,  tells  us  we  are  free 
resume  a  special  relationship,  from  the  law  of  sin.  This  cer- 
How  great  u4?  to  be  free  from  tainly  does  not  put  Christians 
the  awkwardness  of  an  embar-  above  the  law,  nor  are  we  free 
rassing  situation.  How  much  from  keeping  those  civil  laws, 
greater  it  is  to  experience  the  Being  a  Christian  does  however. 
Freedom  Christians  find  in  liv-  free  us  from  the  "legalism  of 
ing  a  Spirit-controlled  life.  This  religion."  We  learned  from 
is  freedom  at  its  highest  level.  Nicodemus  that  being  good 
Free  from  the  Law  (8:1-4).  As  and  keeping  all  the  rules  was 
Christians  we  are  called  upon  to  not  enough.  We  can't  be  good 
obey  many  laws.  Our  country,  enough,  nor  can  we  keep 
state,  counties,  and  cities  have  enough  rules  and  regulations  to 
laws  that  all  good  citizens  are  earn  eternal  life.  It  is  God 


Explore  the  Bible 

Receiving  God's  promises 

2  Samuel  7:8-17 
By  Greg  McBride 


enemies  and  wealth. 

As  David  looked  out 
of  his  palace  of  cedar 
and  saw  God's  ark  in 
"why  me?'*  Our  lesson  today  only  a  tent,  he  recog- 
helps  us  answer  that  question  nized  an  inequity.  In  the  face  of 
when  good  things  happen  to  this  inequity,  David  deter- 
us.  David  was  chosen  oy  God  mined  to  build  God  a  temple, 
to  be  Israel's  king  after  Saul.  Our  lesson  focuses  on  God's 
He  first  established  himself  at  response  to  David's  decision  to 
Hebron  over  the  southern  build  the  temple, 
tribes.  Seven  years  later,  after  God  Acts  on  Behalf  of  His 
defeating  the  Jebusites  at  People  (7:8-11).  After  first 
Jerusalem,  he  made  the  city  his  encouraging  David  to  proceed 
capital  and  reigned  over  all  with  his  plans,  Nathan,  the 
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Who  is  worthy? 

~  Revelation  4-5 


m 


|  — 


By  Paul  Blanchard 


Jesus  is  worthy  of  our  faith 
and  worship.  John  saw  in  this 
chapter  the  glorified  Christ  and 
worshiped,  for  Jesus  alone  is 
worthy  to  open  the  "book”  or 
scroll.  Chapter  5:1  talks  about  a 
book  sealed  with  seven  seals. 
This  is  a  scroll.  Someone  once 
said  that  this  scroll  is  the  title 
deed  to  the  earth.  No  one  was 
worthy  to  claim  it.  The  question 
is  not,  "Who  is  willing?"  but 
rather  "Who  is  worthy?"  The 
ranks  of  the  living  and  the 
dead,  those  on  earth,  those  in 
heaven,  and  those  in  hell,  are 
combed  in  search  for  a  worthy 
king,  but  not  a  single  one  is 
found.  A  deep  silence  descends 


upon  the  scene,  as 
every  voice  is  hushed 
and  the  angels  them¬ 
selves  cease  to  sing. 

Not  a  voice  is  raised  to 
take  the  scroll. 

Suddenly  the  silence  is  bro¬ 
ken.  John  says  "and  I  wept 
much,  because  no  man  was 
found  worthy  to  open  and  to 
read  the  book,  neither  to  look 
thereon."  This  is  probably  the 
first  time  a  man  had  wept  with¬ 
in  the  walls  of  Heaven,  for  in 
Heaven  there  will  be  no  sorrow, 
crying,  tears,  or  pain.  There 
stood  the  aged  Apostle  John, 
amid  scenes  of  beauty  that  defy 
imagination,  weeping  witn 
tears  running  down  nis  old, 
tired  cheeks.  Tie  was  weeping 


Blanchard 


in  shame  for  all  the  sons 

of  whom  was  worthy  to 
take  the  scroll  and  open 
it.  As  John  stood  weep¬ 
ing,  one  of  the  elders 
stepped  down  from  his 
throne,  walked  over  to 
John,  and  gently  wiped 
away  the  tears  and  said, 
"Weep  not,  Behold  the 
Lion  of  the  Tribe  of 
Judah,  the  root  of  David,  hath 
prevailed  to  open  the  book." 

The  lion  was  none  other  than 
the  lamb  of  God,  Jesus!  As  a 
lamb,  Jesus  came  to  save.  This  is 
no  ordinary  lamb.  This  lamb  has 
the  seven  horns  of  omnipotence 
and  seven  eyes  of  omniscience. 
This  Lamb  is  "Christ  the  power 
of  God,  and  the  wisdom  or  God" 
(I  Corinthians  1:24). 

Suppose  someone  had  asked 
Jesus,  ’What  is  the  basis  of  your 
claim  to  the  title  deed  of  earth?” 
He  could  give  three  answers:  1) 
By  right  of  creation,  for  he 


made  it.  2)  By  right  of  calvary, 
tor  hr  lerk-FiTied  it  and  bought 
it  with  his  own  blood.  3)  By 
right  of  conquest,  for  he  will  go 
back  in  war  and  claim  it. 
Notice,  from  the  moment  the 
lamb  is  put  in  the  picture,  John 
cannot  take  his  eyes  off  him! 

Let  us  look  at  toe  visions  in 
heaven.  John  saw  a  heavenly 
throne  in  chapter  four. 
Everything  about  the  throne  of 
God  is  awesome  and  strange. 
The  rainbow  around  the  throne  i§  _ 
described  as  an  emerald  rainbow. 
An  emerald  rainbow  that  com¬ 
pletes  a  circle  is  a  strange  sight. 

The  jasper  emphasizes  the 
hardness  connected  with  the 
government  of  God.  His  laws 
are  fixed  and  firm,  unyielding 
and  un-relenting.  The  sardius 
stone  suggests  toe  holiness  con¬ 
nected  with  the  government  of 
God.  Sardius  is  a  deep,  fiery 
red.  It  reminds  us  that  our  God 
is  a  consuming  fire  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  Deuteronomy  4:24. 


There  has  been  much  si 


Some  people  see  them  as  repr 
sentatives  of  Old  and  Ne 


tcu- 
ersr 
re- 
ew 

Testament  saints.  Others  say 
they  are  angelic  beings, 
crowned  members  of  the  aris¬ 
tocracy  of  heaven. 

In  4:10-11,  the  elders  are  seen 

{>raising  and  worshipping 
esus.  Tnev  bow  themselves  at 
the  feet  of  the  savior  and  pro¬ 
claim,  "holy,  holy.”  The  elders 
worship  Jesus  as  creator  and  by 
so  doing  instruct  us  in  a  basic 
truth  of  creation:  all  things 
were  created  by  his  power  and 
for  his  pleasure.  No  creation 
has  the  right  to  existence  apart 
from  a  willingness  to  receive 
Jesus. 

Remember,  Jesus  is  wortlw 
of  our  praise  and  adoration.  He 
is  the  Lamb  of  God!  He  is  the 
King  of  Kings!  He  is  Lord  of 
Lords! 

Blanchard  is  Director  of 
Missions,  Winston  Association. 
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Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Lucy  Temple 
Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
Esther  W'.  Terrell 
Mrs.  Rosa  W.  Putman 
Ms  Ruby  G.  Ward 
Mr.  Matt  Therreil 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everett  S.  Cole.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  McKinton 
Ms.  Brenda  Eiland 
Ruby  Lee  Thibodeaux 
Topisaw  Baptist  Church 
“Grandma"  Thomas 
Ms.  Mary  B.  Palermo 
Mrs.  Annie  Mae  Thrash 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elliott  F.  Thomas.  Sr 
Mr.  M.  B.  Tierce 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Clyde  Tindle 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Gregory 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Tinsley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  G.  Godbold 
Mr.  Edward  E.  Tolltson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Latham 
Mr.  Billy  M.  McEachcm 
Brock  Tomforde 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Peebles.  Jr. 
Howard  Alton  Treadway 
Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Keith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Morrow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marcus  A.  Treadway.  Jr. 
Ms.  Nellie  Willis  and  Girls 
Mrs.  Sylvia  Hammett 
Mrs.  Ben  W.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Clarke 
Mr.  Hubbard  T.  Saunders  IV 
Mrs.  Rufus  Turner 
Elizabeth  Wicks 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Bniton 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Currey 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Hardin 
Mr.  Herbert  Trigg 
Mr  A  Mrs  H  B  Hatten 
Ka therm  Louise  Lovett  Trout! 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Mrs.  Mary  Tubb 
Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett.  Jr. 

Dr.  Joe  H.  Tuten 
Mr  A  Mrs.  B  R.  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Anthony  Thomas 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mr  John  W  Salter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W.  King 
Mrs.  Inez  Tutor 
Ms.  Dorothy  D.  Lester 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Twiner 
Bay  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  George  Vance 
Mr.  Grady  L.  Vance 
Mrs.  Newell  Viator 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Jessie  W.  Vice 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  Milam 
Annie  L  Vickers 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ann  Vickers 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Mr.  Ben  Vleriing 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Mike  Wattey 
Bovina  Baptist  Church 
LindeS  Walters 
Mrs.  Patricia  Triplett 
Mrs  Bill  Triplett 
Mr.  Jimmy  Walters 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  M.  Kina  brew 
Mrs.  Frances  Webb 
Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Coley  Ratcliff 
Mr.  Marty  Webster 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  White 
Mary  “Sb**  Weekley 
Bix  C.  Thompson 
Mr.  H.  L  (Lawrence)  Westbrook 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  Thomasson 
Mrs.  Merlene  Jolly 
Mr.  Jack  White 
Mr.  £  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Mrs.  Christine  White 
First  Baptist  Church 
Parker  Whitworth 
Mr.  Walter  Barbee 
Mrs.  Betty  Wilcher 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 


Daptiit  Qhildrtns 


Runny  E.  Robinson.  Executive 
Director 
P.O.  Box  27. 

Clinton,  MS  390604)027 
(601)922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Ms.  Shirley  Ewell  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Whittington 
Mrs.  Irma  C.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Whittington 
Mr.  Torrence  Sneed 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Mr.  Randall  Speck 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  M.  Kinabrew 
EMrene  Speed 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Lee,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Earl  Speed 
Ms.  Alice  Sororis  Club  Meyers 

Dr.  B.  G.  Spell 
Mrs.  Man  on  C.  Spell 
Mr.  John  Eari  Spring 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  W.  Thetford 
Eari  Springs 
Mrs.  Irene  L.  Bnster 
Lillian  Lambert  Spurifti 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Clara  Squires 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Kirk 
Mrs.  T.  K.  (Vera)  Stanley 
Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
I^ouise  McCullar  Steele 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubeil  H.  Haynes 
Ms.  Eunice  Stephenson 
Mrs.  Betty  B  Anders 
W  illiam  Drake  Stephenson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  R.  Cain 
Mr.  Charles  Stevens,  Jr. 

.  Dr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Daughdnll 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Stevens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Bniton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Holland 
Mrs.  Kit  Stevenson 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Sherwood 


JAN.  1,1997- 
JAN.  31, 1997 
MEMORIALS 


Mr.  W.  H.  Rice 
Mr.'A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mr.  Tommy  Richardson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  O.  Watkins 
Davis  Riley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Mrs.  Florence  H.  Riley 
Ms.  Ida  Mae  McCoy 
Albert  Oglesby 
Albert  and  Maxine  Pntchard 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
Mr.  Wade  Riley 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lonnie  While 
Mrs.  Maggie  Rippe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eari  E  Gafford 
Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 
Mr.  Henry  Robertson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 
Mr.  Pat  Roussel le 
Mrs.  Polly  M  Frazier 
Mr.  Carl  R  acker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Palmer 
Mrs.  Hazel  Ruff 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  W.  Lang.  Jr. *• 


MEMORIALS 


Mr.  Gene  Adair 
High  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Paula  Davidson 
Eartte  Adcock 
Jimmy  A  Jo  Jenkins 
Cecile  Ala  wine 
Anita  Williams 
Crawley  Alford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darrell  F.  Dickens 
Mr.  Parker  Allen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roland  P.  Gough 
Mr.  Hooker  Amos 
Mrs.  Joy  L.  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Dear 
Mr.  Andy  Anderson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Michael  D  Allen 
Mrs.  Annie  B.  Anderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  P.  Gillespie 
Ms.  Rachel  Anderson 
Ms.  Rosa  A.  Lemay 
Maie  Bird  A  Jimmy  Thurman 
Mr.  Nick  A  nest 

r  *Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  W.  McFadden 


Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Vera  Duncan  Rushing 

The  Grandchildren 
Mr.  Calvin  Sanchez 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hank  Robison 
Mr.  J.  A.  Sanders 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Larry  Benson 
Mrs.  Cooper  L.  Partridge 
Robert  D.  Cook,  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  John  H.  Cotton 
Ms  Barbara  Daniels 
Raiford  Hancock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Lee  King 
Mrs.  Blanche  Sattler 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jooes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  F.  A  Jana  Peery 
Mr.  E.B.  A  Mrs.  Winnie  Deloach 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  S  Kirk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dewey  Sanford 
Thomas  Wood  Preserving.  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edison  Thomas 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Whittington 
Odie  Estelle  Stewart 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Albert  N.  Hemphill 
Mrs.  A.  Stockstill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Brother  of  Mabel  (Howard)  Stov 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  E.  Linder 
Frances  Pearson  Stubblefield 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Ingram 
Mrs.  Minnie  Suggs 
Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
Mrs.  Catherine  Sutton 
Mr.  Ed  L.  Smith 
(Hddie  Sweatt 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  N.  Moore 
Betty  Taylor 
Drew  A  Hope  Wells 
Mrs.  Dan  Taylor 
Mr  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves.  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mavb  Taylor 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Golding 


Ms.  Mary  Lou  Robertson 
Mrs.  Annie  Laura  A  rick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  McCool 
Mrs.  Joanna  Avan ce 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Alton  Bailey 
Baptist  Ladies  SSC.  FBC-Sledge 
Mrs.  Christine  Bailey 
Ms.  Marie  Pittman 
Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Bartow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  Simmons.  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  Simmons.  Sr 
Mrs.  Sam  B.  Bounds 
Mrs.  Rubenia  S.  Hardin 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C  Rhymes 
Mr  A  Mrs  J.  W  Young  Jr. 

Mr.  Si  Barnes 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Kirk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  N.  Jemison.  Jr. 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  E.  Arthur 
Mary  Doss 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 

Dr.  BiH  Dowdy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Crowe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Hollingsworth 
Roy  J.  Doyle 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 


Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 
Mrs.  Walter  Schirroer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  D.  Mann 
Helen  SchneUer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Trent  L.  Howell 
Mr.  Donald  Self 
Ladies  SSC.  FBC  Sledge 
Mrs.  Blanche  Sewell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill 
Mr.  William  R.  Jackson 
Mr.  Willie  O.  Shaw 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richie  Defenhaugh 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Lany  P  Franklin 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Barbee 
Mr.  Kevin  Shell 
Mr  A  Mrs  Philip  H  West.  Jr. 

Eari  Shelton 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Owen  D  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  F.  Ptery  A  Jana 
Mr.  Finny  B.  Shelton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  O.  Crosthwait,  Jr 
Ms.  Sybil  Sherman 
Mrs.  Nell  Fenoglio 
Matt  Short 

Mr 4 A  Mrs  Jimmy  Gregory 

Mr.  Gordon  T.  Shuckrow 
Mr  Donald  A  Thompson 
M/M  Robert  R  Waymire  A  family 
Ms.  Ruth  Shuttle  worth 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  T.- Smith 
Willie  Sinclair 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charley  W.  Jones 
Amanda  Ruth  Slocum 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Kirby  C.  Smith.  Sr. 
Bessie  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Leo  I  Leake 
Mr.  Lamar  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Lamar  E.  Arthur 
Mm.  Jewel  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  D  £m»th 
Mr*.  Mary  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Harold  Whittington 


HONORS 


Mr*.  Elizabeth  Bowen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill 
Mr.  Billy  Broome 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Jones 
Cathey  Cattage 
Mrs  Clyde  E.  Nettles 
David  (  hamhlee 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Clifton 


Staff  learn  by  doing  as  they  work  together  to  complete  a  task  on  a  ropes 
course  element.  Later  this  summer  these  staff  will  help  facilitate  groups  of 
young  people  on  our  Adventure  Based  Ropes  Course.  The  course  is  located 
on  The  India  Nunnery  Campus  in  Jackson. 


Facilitator.  Chip  Price,  teaches  Child  Care  Worker.  Bruce  Stubbs  how  to  tie 
a  knot.  Detailed  instruction  is  necessary  to  provide  the  highest  level  of  safe¬ 
ty  and  most  beneficial  learning  experience. 


SBC  vice-president  describes  profession 


Luter  also  is  second 
vice  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
in  a  Convention  and  a 
New  Orleans  hospital  bed  in  September  BSSB  trustee. 

1977  with  broken  bones  and  intense  pain.  In  messages  on 
21-year-old  Fred  Luter  Jr.  didn't  know  if  he  salvation,  temptation 
would  live  or  die.  and  dealing  with 

He  was  a  street-wise  young  man  whose  trouble,  Luter  chal- 
mother  had  always  made  him  go  to  church  lenged  employee^  to 
no  matter  how  late  he  was  out  on  Saturday  keep  Christ  the  focus 
night,  but  he  had  fallen  into  the  wrong  of  their  lives, 
crowd  and  made  a  series  of  choices  that  "It's  not  enough  to 
had  led  him  away  from  God.  profess  to  be  a 

A  deacon  who  was  more  concerned  Christian,”  Luter  said, 
about  his  spiritual  health  than  his  physical  "You've  got  to  have 
pain  got  in  his  face  with  the  question,  "I'm  Christ  in  you"  and 
not  asking  you  if  you're  baptized.  I'm  ask-  live  savedjives. 
ing  you  if  you're  saved."  "This  is  our  battle- 

God,  if  you'll  save  me.  I'll  give  you  my  field,"  he  said. 


By  Linda  Lawson 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 


You  can  find 
the  missing 

hM  PEACE 


The  Prince  of 
Peace  extends  a 
wonderful  invitation  to  you. 


1.  His  love  gives  us  peace. 
This  is  his  promise: 

"Perfect  love  casts  out  fear." 

(I  John  4:18)  When  we  ask 
Christ  into  our  lives,  his  love 
chases  away  fear. 


"Sin  will  always  take  us  farther  than  we 
want  to  go,  charge  us  more  than  we  want 
to  pay.  God  will  always  give  us  a  way  out, 
but  you've  got  to  want  to  take  it. 

"God  has  done  a  work  in  my  life,"  Luter 
said.  'Tve  lived  on  both  sides.  God  is  a 
keeper,  but  we've  got  to  want  to  be  kept." 


2.  His  promise  of  eternal  life 
gives  us  peace. 

The  Bible  says,  "The  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life."  (Romans 
6:23)  God  provides  eternal  life 
through  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  his  Son. 


Volunteers  needed  soon  for  Red  River  cleanup 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  designated  for  the  North 
Dakota  flood. 

An  account  has  already  been 
set  up  for  this  project,  he  said. 

One  of  two  Southern  Baptist 
churches  in  Grand  Forks,  N.D., 
has  been  flooded,  according  to 
news  reports. 

Caison  called  on  Southern 
Baptists  to  pray  for  the  victims 
and  volunteers  involved  in  this 
disaster  response. 

Baptist  Press  contributed  to 
this  article. 


recede  should  get  the  volun¬ 
teers  lined  up,  set  a  date  for 
travel,  and  immediately  contact 
Ed  Pope,  Brotherhood  Director 
for  North  Dakota  Baptists,  at 
(701)  255-3765. 

Pope  said  projections  are 
that  it  will  be  after  May  11 
before  much  cleanup  work  can 
be  done. 

Paul  Harrell,  Mississippi 
Brotherhood  director,  said 
those  wishing  to  help  with  pur¬ 
chase  of  cleanup  supplies 
should  write  checks  to  the 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communications  Director 


Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Baptist  Convention. 

Relief  leaders  are  in  Nashville  He  said  other  cooking  units 
this  week,  hammering  out  a  are  not  needed  at  the  present 
coordinated  design  for  volunteer  because  of  the  dispersion  of 
support  in  the  wake  of  severe  victims  into  neighboring  homes 
flooding  along  the  Red  River  rather  than  shelters. 

Valley  on  the  border  between  For  the  moment,  Caison 
North  Dakota  and  Minnesota.  said.  Southern  Baptist  relief 
That  plan  will  be  outlined  in  operations  already  in  the  region 
next  week's  edition  of  "The  were  adequately  staffed. 

Baptist  Record."  Those  planning  to  help  with 

In  the  meantime,  disaster  cleanup  after  the  flood  waters 
relief  mobile  kitchens  from 
Oklahoma,  Ohio,  and  Texas  are 
feeding  displaced  persons 

along  the  valley. 

After  four  days  in  operation, 
more  than  25,000  meals  had 
been  provided. 

Mickey  Caison  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood 


3.  His  promise  to  walk  with 
us  through  life  gives  us 
peace. 

Jesus  said,  "In  me  you  may 
have  peace.  In  this  world  you 
have  tribulation,  but  take 
courage;  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  (John  16:33) 
Jesus  extends  his  promise  of 
peace  to  us,  but  we  must 
respond  by  accepting  him  as 
the  missing  piece  in  our  lives. 


' First  Praise!'  returns  from  tour 


You  can  make  that  commit¬ 
ment  today  by,  (1)  admitting 
you  need  God,  (2)  confessing 
your  sins  to  him,  and  (3)  by 
faith,  receiving  Christ  as  Lord. 


Bibliocipher 


If  you  make  a  decision  for  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
for  spiritual  guidance. 


UVBZ  YBUBC  FJKT,  FKPG- 
BC  JZT  HEPT  VJGB  K 
ZEZB;  LOU  FODV  JF  K 
VJGB  HKGB  K  UVBB:  KZ 
UVB  ZJQB  EX  NBFOF 
DVCKFU  EX  ZJWJCBUV 
CKFB  OY  JZT  AJPR. 

JDUF  UVCBB:  FKS 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
Kinfi  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
Ixx'ii  encoded  by  k'tter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throufibout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  aixl  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Romans  Thirteen  ( )ne. 


First  Praise!,  the  53  students  and  11  adults  from  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  recently  participated 
iti  their  fifth  annual  choir  tour.  The  tour  began  April  11  at  luka  Church  in  luka.  The  tour  also  includ¬ 
ed  performances  at  Peach  Tree  Corners  Church,  Norcross,  Ga.,  and  Eastern  Hills  Church, 
Montgomery,  Ala.  The  choir  is  directed  by  Beverley  Thames.  (BR  special  photo) 
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* 

